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The RGO Plates
• All of the solar plates were scanned a few years ago 

by MSSL (paid for by a Japanese grant)

• 165,000 plates

• Plates are currently in crates in a warehouse in 
London

• It is known which plates are in which crate

• There are records for each telescope, date taken, 
etc. but not necessarily what is on each plate

• Plates should be moved to curated facility of Oxford’s 
Bodleian Library at Swindon in 2012



Summary Listing of 
Plates, etc. (Feb. 2000)

Pre-Archive Solar Plates
Solar plates, 16cm 26 inch
Curtis Schmidt / Cerro Tololo
Stonyhurst Discs, 8.5 inch, 4 boxes
Small glass Kottamia Spectra 8, Radcliffe Spectra 2 and 
65 AAO Schmidt plates
Observation cards
16cm Eros Series plates
16cm INT Astrograph
INT Small Plates
30 inch in 26 inch dome
30 inch in 26 inch dome, Spectra
Spectra 36 inch I and III Prism slit spectrographs
Slitless 36 inch spectrograph
Various Reseaux scale etc, No3 sq yellow filter and copies
Miscellaneous, Ottawa Rotation spectra, spot and eclipse spectra
16cm, 30 inch Greenwich
16cm, 26 inch Greenwich Observers books
16cm, 26 inch - 4 unnumbered Greenwich notebooks
Thompson Equatorial & Astrographic Equatorial logbooks
16cm, 26 inch Herstmonceux
Small plates, Greenwich 1897-1898

Small plates, Franklin Adams Greenwich Astrographic 'D' 26 inch
Small plates
Small plates, Radcliffe
36 inch B dome focus test plates, Saturn fields with 24 inch 
Maclean
Wide angle plates, B, Y and V, various fields
24 inch Radcliffe, KA, South Africa, B & V plates, Bingham
Cape 40 inch astrometric camera, V plates, various fields I and III
Cordoba plates
Cape plates
Special South African
Kapetyn Area Plates
Cape Astrographic plates
Cape Maclean twin 24 and 18 inch, BV and a few P
Radcliffe notebooks / proper motions / Hartmann cards
Cape Overlap CPC2
Greenwich 13 inch Astrographic plates
Herstmonceux 13 inch Astrographic plates
Greenwich 13 inch Astrograph notebooks
Oxford Astrographic plates
Moon 16cm plates



The RGO’s 13” and 26” 
Refractors

Thompson 26” refracting 
telescope built in 1896. 
Focal length: 5.44m

13” astrographic 
refractor built in 1890.
Focal length: 3.43m

16,085 plates 12,169 plates
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Planetary Plates
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The RGO’s 30-inch Reflector



30-inch Observations
1904   Comets
1905   Comets & Minor Planets

1906

J6 1905 Aug 23 - 1906 Feb 15   86 Obs
J7 1905 Oct 22 - 1906 Jan 26   19 obs

1907

J6 1906 Aug 28 - 1907 Apr 6   56 obs
J7 1906 Nov 17 - 1907 Feb 11  12 obs
Phoebe  1907 Aug 10 - Dec 6   16 obs

1908

J6 1907 Nov 13 - 1908 April 24   38 obs
J7 1907 Dec 5 - 1908 Apr 24   21 obs
J8 1908 Jan 27 - 1908 April 24   13 obs
J8 1909 Jan 16 - May 10   17 obs

Phoebe 1908 Jul 31 - Sep 7  23 obs
    
1909

J6 1909 Feb 12 - May 20,   27 obs
J7 1909 Feb 12 - April 21   8 obs
J8 1909 Jan 16 - May 10   17 obs

Phoebe   1909 Oct 5 - 1910 Jan 10   12 obs

1910

J8 1910 Jan 19 - April 28   9 obs

Phoebe  1910 Sep 27 - Nov 7 7 obs

1911 - 1916   None



Astronomer Royal’s Report for year ending 1908 May 10:

Thompson Equatorial.   With the 26-inch refractor, 31 photographs of
Neptune and its satellite have been taken on 16 nights.
... occulting shutter ... 
In connection with the observations of Saturn & Jupiter's distant
satellites, 27 photographs of Saturn on 17 nights, and 7 of Jupiter on
been taken on six nights ... position with reference to the stars
used in the reductions of the observations of the Satellites.
A new faint and very distant satellite of Jupiter has been discovered
by Mr. Melotte with the 30-inch reflector ... Jan 27 ... April 24
... 12 photographs.
With the 30-inch reflector... 16 photographs of Saturn and satellite
IX on 16 nights, 38 photographs of Jupiter and Satellite
VI on 30 nights ... 22 ... Satellite VII on 21 nights ... 12
... satellite VIII on 12 nights ... minor planets ... comets but not
Halley's ... published in the MN ... Jupiter, Satellite VIII, 1908, 11
photographs, ... Saturn IX, 1907, 16 photographs, Triton 1906-7 29
photographs ... comets ... minor planets
Halley's comet ... Cowell & Crommelin ... perihelion 1910 April
8. ... searched without success ... published in the MN for Dec, Jan,
Mar, Apr and May.













Cambridge University Library
Probable home of RGO observer log books
but the vast majority of the archive has not 
been catalogued



The Last Paper To 
Leave the RGO



The Last Paper To 
Leave the RGO


